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Grade TEKS  

6th Grade  
Social Science 

Geography 
3. A, C 
4. A 
Social Studies Skills 
20. A 
22 
 

7th Grade  
Social Studies 
 
 

Geography 
8. B 
Social Studies Skills 
23 
 

8th Grade 
 Social Studies 

Social Studies Skills 
31 
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(Letter writing rubric continued – page 3 of 3) 

Conventions There is little or no evidence in 
the letter that the writer can 
correctly apply the 
conventions of the English 
language. Severe and/or 
frequent errors in spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and sentence 
structure may cause the 
writing to be unclear or 
difficult to read. These errors 
weaken the letter by causing 
an overall lack of fluency. 

The writer may misuse or omit 
words and phrases and may 
frequently write awkward 
sentences. These weaknesses 
interfere with the effective 
communication of ideas. 

Errors in spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, usage, and sentence 
structure throughout the letter 
may indicate a limited control 
of conventions. Although these 
errors do not cause the writing 
to be unclear, they weaken the 
overall fluency of the letter. 

The writer may include some 
simple or inaccurate words and 
phrases and may write some 
awkward sentences. These 
weaknesses limit the overall 
effectiveness of the 
communication of ideas. 

The writer generally 
demonstrates a good command 
of spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, usage, 
and sentence structure. 
Although the writer may make 
minor errors, they create few 
disruptions in the fluency of 
the letter. 

The words, phrases, and 
sentence structures the writer 
uses are generally appropriate 
and contribute to the overall 
effectiveness of the 
communication of ideas. 

The overall strength of the 
conventions contributes to the 
effectiveness of the letter. The 
writer demonstrates a 
consistent command of 
spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, usage, 
and sentence structure. When 
the writer attempts to 
communicate complex ideas 
through sophisticated forms of 
expression, he/she may make 
minor errors as a result of 
these risks. These types of 
errors do not detract from the 
overall fluency of the letter. 

The words, phrases, and 
sentence structures the writer 
uses enhance the overall 
effectiveness of the 
communication of ideas. 

 


